A Special Service for Our
Veterans.

There comes a time when an illness cannot be
cured. At that time, hospice and palliative care
services are a great benefit — a way to thank
America’s veterans by providing them comfort,
compassion and peace in their final days.

Let's Not Forget Those Who
Sacrificed So Much.

By working together we can ensure that
veterans who are near the end of life have
access to high quality hospice and palliative care.
Any veteran with an advanced disease who is
enrolled in the Veterans Administration (VA)
Health Care System is eligible for hospice care.

Unfortunately, nationwide statistics indicate that
only 15% of veterans receive care through the
VA System. In the state of Delaware, there are
approximately 84,000 veterans; half of these
veterans live in rural areas and more than 550 are
homeless.

Who Pays for Veteran’s Hospice
Care?

Hospice care services are covered by the
Department of Veterans Affairs, Medicare and
Medicaid, or by private insurance. No one is ever
denied care based on their inability to pay or their
ethnicity, age, gender, mental or physical status,
or religion.

“We pledge to deliver expert pain
management and medical care
tailored to the veteran's needs and
wishes, and to provide emotional
and spiritual support for the
patient, family and friends.”

Contact Information

Delaware End-of-Life Coalition
www.deolc.org

Delaware Hospice, Inc.
800-838-9800
www.delawarehospice.org

Delaware Veterans Home
302-424-6000
www.vethome.delaware.gov

Wilmington VA Medical Center
302-994-2511 Ex.5310
www.myhealth.va.gov

State Veterans Service Officers
800-344-9900 or 302-739-2792
www.veteransaffairs.delaware.gov
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What is Hospice?

Hospice care honors veterans with choice,
comfort and dignity at end of life. Providing
veterans with more choices regarding care during
the final phase of their lives is critical. Hospice
provides a multi-disciplinary team of physicians,
nurses, home health aides, counselors and
chaplains to manage pain and symptoms, social,
spiritual and emotional support. The veteran

also receives medication and equipment, 24-hour
on-call support, respite care, and bereavement
support for family members.

Who Qualifies for the VA Hospice
Benefit?

All veterans enrolled in the VA are eligible for
hospice care if their treatment goals focus
on comfort rather than cure, and they have

a diagnosis of a life-limiting illness with a life
expectancy of six months or less.

Where is Hospice Care Provided?

Veterans may receive care in their home
environment, including private homes, senior
housing, assisted living and long-term care
facilities, group homes, homeless shelters,
nursing homes, hospitals, VA nursing home care
units, and state veterans’ homes.

How Do the VA and Hospices
Cooperate?

Veterans can receive care from both the hospice
and VA at the same time. Hospice and VA staff
work together to coordinate the veteran’s care, and
referrals for hospice care can come from either the
VA to the hospice or from the hospice to the VA.

How Does a Veteran Enroll in the
VA Health Care System?

A veteran must be enrolled in the VA to receive
VA benefits. He or she should contact a State
Veterans Service Officer, the VA Benefits Officer,
or a Veterans Service Organization. The VA will
initiate an enrollment process which determines
each veteran’s eligibility for VA benefits.



